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FRENCH 



REPUBLIC AND THE VATICAN 



etcu pacing the Passae 
01 fiance Irom a Pnest Ridden 
i.aiiun to a Lanu ot Liberty in 
t-act ai well as Atune. 

LIBEk'iY ink. OM-lf DEITY 

THAI MAKJtXH tULMUHO KiMEES 

| (liy John Emcison Robert-) 

111 I Mill a certain duke wus returning 
L_ |„, 1H . Hi., day was Sunday. Ml 
\l„ppcd in a .Hue count' y village ami 
■MM the chapel to intend mass 
Wirby the chapel was n large ware 
V« 'n which lis or seven mwini 
liotc -Units had assembled for worship 
Ihey were singing a hymn. The sing 
ing disturbed the worshipful duke at tin 
altar, lie went out, placed himself at 
the head of his armed retainers, fell 
upon the defcnce.ess wo. shippers ami 



gard to age or sex, and woumle.l nianj 
more. 1 hat was the year IM a mm 
the beginning of the war of < U, riuimi 
lion, waged against the Huguenots, t 
war that raged, with incm-idcrable in 
terniissions, for nearly forty years 
\\ hen il had been in progress ten year, 
and the year 107* had been reached 
the Queen Regent of France, tired of the 
s.nughlcr, WeetJ with the shedding u* 

consummation of that pe;ue was heard 
in l'aris the clerical party was inllamed 
with indignation. I heir plotting begai 
deepened, and was carried forward until 
on the night of the 24th of Augu 
that year a white mark was placed on 
the door of every one in l'aris known 
'., he a Huguenot or a Protestant. At 
two o'clock the chaste and inviolable 
sanctuaries of the Prince of Peace, the 
bells of those temples gave the signal 
and the massacre of St. Bartholomew 
began. Paris wa-. crimson with blood. 
ThejmHsion jiml fanaticis m of sl aughter 



< >n. 1 | m happened to the churc 
France at that time. The nations I 
treasury was exhorted. The people 
There was not only 



il.h 



Thread into tho" prov inees. aTJ tlir 
l,|,„„ly hand of destruction did not stay 
until more than one hundred thousand 
I pie tad become the victims of perse- 
cution and religious tmt red. Not until 
'the vear 1508. the date of the edict 
,,f Nantes, di.l the work of externum, 
tion end, which had begun with the 
r 154i>. 



Kut 



„ Aa sy in the year 1545. 
ffV tiling was possible; hut one 



lltting, 

thing. Three fifths of the land was pes- 
MMad by the Crown, the nobles and the 
clergy. The BaOfia, the common people 
the people without rights, the people 

without privileges, the | pie without 

justice, bore all the burdens. Every 
thing was taxed. No one was free from 
extortion. No one held hi- property, MM 



life, i 



If a pe, 
by 



and the rights 
lords, was first 
feudal lord. If 
conformity with the rites and rules of 
the church, had paid all the fees, uh 
mitted to all of the formalities, even 
then he could not consider himself mar 
lied until he had seen Hie bishop :.n i 
paid an extra fee. This was what Vol 
taire called a tax u]kiii the honeymoon 
But one thing, I say. was possible. l.ci 

may, there was but one thing possible 
one inevitable, one tragic retribution. 
When the tSates Ccneral had assembled 
in 178U, n farmer representative, a rep 
resentative from the peasant, the com 
mon. the oppressed, the downtrodden 
elus- of France, said, "If you had burned 
the title deeds of feudalism v ourselves 
the peasants would not now be buniiiij 
parchment and castle together." "Tin 
feudal burdens crush and degradi 
humanity." "Let us," he exclaimed, 
' burn the privileges that yoke 
beasts of burden and compel them to 
Iwat ponds nt night in order that the 
frogs may not diturb the slumbers 



and t 



That 



17H!». No thoughtful man would think 
for a moment of apologizing foi 
excess, the 



those scene* Hint ens 
against that stands I 
this fact, that the a 
legitimate, the inesen 
able result of the con 



was that slumbering giant n wakened 
last; it was that despair breaking into 
the fury nnd frenzy of a forlorn hope. 
It was the rising within crushed and 
downtrodden hearts of a remaining 
apark of life and hope, and the revolu- 



hcncflt of the government and th 
le. Right there in 17K1) the title t 
•hureh property of Frn nee pMMl M 

m h.mds of the starch. The atan 

was declared schismatic by Rome, an 



offered nn aid, to the French church In 
the erection of buildings, or the accumii 

ution of property. The church. taHitaji 
■ apoa win.i, they ttood, t.. tha 

on. or the province, or the city oi 

.sc.picntly held those titles good nnd 
y never have bee* vacated, ft Is 
essary for us to remember that fact 
the face of the events that an 
nspiring now. When, in 1801 



the 



la! n-f.o 



Po 



: the fnmou- 
give back Ho 



iperty to the church. 
The ngreement provided that the 
•hureh buildinu' . presbyteries, parson 
ages and episcopal residences should he 
at the disposal of Hie bishops, not theirs 
in fee simple. Moreover, Napoleon (U 
to nominate all the bishops, and they 
tituted, after 



Hut, 



to the revolution, there is nnolher de 

velopment. another movement — it is ths 

nioveinent of ideas, the development 
upon the intellectual side in the life or 
the French people. Before the revolu- 
tion there came a great and glorious 
body of men whose sole purpose was 
di-seminnte knowledge, to afford en- 

hteament These men were tailed the 

r-yelnpucdists. let us look at their 
,rk Let 1 1 s name a few of the illus- 
mis souls. What were the prevalent 
•us rcspctttin:; the world and life, the 
Ideal promulgated by the c hurch? They 
^v Vrc ivspTiTmg man . ' I lgt ^ fT^ ' 



nun was this; One who performs lals't 

thej go on"t'o s,,y thai it i- the duty 
of u good government to have primarily 
in mind the welfare of the journeyman, 
for. if he be miserable, the nation i* 
miserable. And they say further, under 
the MOM head, that net profit- . .pi.. Ih 
di tributcl are Istter than greater prof 
tU di-trihiited uno.pially, which simply 
Urtlai society into two classes, on* 
gorged with riches, the other suffering 
in misery. This was the idea, the sco|w, 
of the eiie,\elopaedi-ts. and yet, now 
then yon will rend in the current p 
denunciation, of these men of the 18th 
century, and read statements such 
this: That they and their co-workers 
w, iv -ul.veisive of the peace and trail 
ipiiliry ..f France, nnd were really th» 
intle.rs ,,f the present agitation. And 
who ar» these men? Voltaire was one 
of them. The mnn who popularized the 
philosophy of Newton, and had the dis- 
l Miction of introducing the works ot 
Shak.-peare in France. Ant] then there 
was DAlambert. Ros eau, Buffon, Tur 
got, Montesquieu. Haller and Comlorcet, 
iad indeed every name that helped to 



Of tie 



isth c 



nd c 



late) that work pr 
to I BMaaaafnl issue by the Great Did- 
erot. The Inst \olutnc of the KM "as 
latad in the year of the revolution, 

. It was so promptly aOWKM I 

and that decree of condemnation marked 
central point of collision between 
ideas. One of those ideas, was this, 
absolute elimination of political 



In 



.ther 



absolute secularization of the govern 
BMkt The Other idea found its answer 
and its embodiment in the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew and in the revocation 
of the e.li.t of Nantes. 

What is the present situation in 
France, shorn of its details and acces 
mrlat that are merely transient and 
local? The issue agitating France at 
the present moment may be stated like 
this: Shall the French government be 
secularized? Shall the state and the 
church lie divorced? Shall the influence 
and inter ference of the prie-thood, in 




vas under the wrath and condemna- 
tion of Cod. There was no escape for 
him except through the instrumentality 
or mediation of the church. No power 
>f salvation nwny from the sacrnments. 
fha church had taught that the world 
vas all evil, and a man, in order to he 
wholly and entirely good must live 
,part from the world. They had 
faoahorl taml l«laiH On the contrary, 
he fundamental hypothesis of the en 
■velopaclists were these: That a man 
s by nature good: that this world is 



contradistinction from the ancient 

dognetk teaehtaja with which France 

tad been inculcated for hundreds of 
years. The encv elopnedists did not at 
tack religion: t b. y did not attack the 
Lel ef in Cod or faith in Christ The\ 
did attack belief in minules. and they 
attack the oppression of conscience, 



lutely harmless, but then it meant 
olution. For example, in their article 
on agriculture, all they say or attempt 
i- to show the paaajhj the limitations, 
the hardships, the burdens under which 



■ follow 



the 



of those limitations ami Hint inade 
.piateness. In the article on game the) 
set forth the fact that great droves ol 
deer and wild hoar are pertnitted to 
roam over certain imrtions of France, 
destroying the crops of the pea-ants, 
gropa upon arhlat sometime- the peasant 
Ihanijfi for the lift and susten 



r pol 



I is 



nsh I 



i to 



pre 



aliens? By her own people or by thfc 
Pope, Hi,' vicar of Christ? 
BjantkWM the French Republic is making 

aawen that thrill the heart of 
lover of lil>erty in all th.> world, 
us see what the government hns dono. 
In the first place, it has revised and 

proc led to enforce the law of 1881 

regulating public meeting-. This law 
is not only impartial, governing all 
alike, but it is also necessary. It is im- 
partial beoa oa n there are over eight 



THE 



APPEAL TO FACTS 



When Honestly Made is Fatal ti 
Every Form of Theology and 



ATHEISM IS THE ONLY 

REFUGE FOR THINKERS. 

The New Theolog> describes Itself 
as, ' amongst other things, an appoal 
to facts." This description, however, 
■a true only In part. No theology 
appeals to facts. It Is undeniably 
that beliefs, when Ann and 
pnt, create facts, the facts of re 
us experience; but these are not 
facts to which any theology can 
appeal, because tn no sense oan they 
tegarded as theological facts. 
That the New Theologlcians do ap- 
peal to them only shows that the 
Mew Theology is a house built upon 
he sand and Is doomed to fall. The 
art* of religious experience owe 
'XkteMM to certala beliefs with the 
ruth or falsehood of which they have 
Ds.olitely nothing, either directly or 
indir etly, to do. There are so many 
pr aa rin who believe In a God of love 
forgiveness who has revealed 
himsiif la Jesus Christ; and If the 
faith In t-trong and passionate thev j 



out any success. Just now they 
I at sixes and sevens amony themselves. 
I Some of them repudiate the authority 
of the Bible altogether, and fall back 
upon the Inuer light, or what they 
call the testimony of conscience. 
Others still cling to the Bible in a 
sense. They accept It as the Word of 
God because It has "the 
of the Holy Spirit.' They quote Cal- 
vin's Institutes and John 
Greater Catechism to the effect that 
we know the books of the Bible 
be the Word of God 'by the testimony 
of God's Spirit, working faith In our 
hearts to close with that heavenly 
majesty, and clear truth, that shlneth 
in them." Now, this testimony of 
God s Spirit is said to be the fact we 
can make our ultimate appeal 
one can know that the Bible is the 
Word of God unless the Holy Spirit 
is within him and gives hin 
formation. But surely the t 
has the Holy Spirit does not 
Bible. Indeed to write the Bible was 
a culpable 
Divine ene 
have not the Holy Spirit the Bible la 
valueless, and to all who have him. 



. Holy 



> the 



Jth i 



''>ljo\ 



t Hie> 



the | 



iet a 



M Divine presnce in their hearts. 
Does It never occur to such people 
that their joyous experience is wholly 
dependent on their faith? It is rea- 
sonable to suppose that, If God and 
the eternal Christ really existed, they 
woulu have dealings only with those 
woo beii^ved In them? It thus foi 
lows that there ere no facts to which 
heologv ran apnea! as proofs that Its 
logtnas are true. This applies to all 



theol 



.like. 



nearly one hundred Jawtafe churches, nil 
.f whi.h come under the provisions ot 
his same law. Bad none of which hnve 



It 



of a 



hat withii 
of the 

were fOtag forward plots and intrigues 
against the tran.piiiity. the peace and 
the permanency of the present s.">vein 
na -nt. the French 
done this: it has su| 
unities and pensions formerly granted 



aaaalnna. tta French government in tho 
person of Napoleon, promised to pay the 
pensions and annuities of the priests, to 
maintain, to keep in repair Hi.' chur.h 
buildings and properties, and to erect 

lion, o, dollars ,i';nir for the s„,,pon 
of the Catholic priesthood. Now. the 
fmaal BauaAHa says to the Catholic 
Church: "You must work or starve; 
von must af pa rt vonr^-lf or ls> unsup 
ported." The principle is this, that the 
religious system. Catholic. Protestant, 
lewi h. Mohammedan, or called by any 



It is true that the New Theolog: 
does appeal to facts, but they are onl: 
the tacts which jjfove the Old *^Jol- 

with 

■•to whether a froposltit 
v.e are asked to believe — say, 
Virgin Hirth, »r the physical 
rectlon of Jesjs— Is, de facto, true;" 
and the facts appealed to In such 
cases, satisfy the generality of Ne 
Theologians tl at the doctrine in que 
Hon is not d* facto, true. But the 
New Theology 9s based on the Divine 
Immanence, a pure dogma In proof 
of which no acts can be advan 
To thousands lof people the doct 

incr' dible beckuse of the entire 
sence of all eildence. 

We are told that "it U probably 
ignorance tha makes certain things 
seem incredibe to us." But are un- 
believers, as a rule, more ignorant 
than tafteVfM Are the facts of the 
Universe less *nown to Atheists than 
to Thelsts? The truth Is that the 
majority of Jir Freethinkers have 
mbellef by the light of 
knowh'dge. L nUlng the facts of his- 
tory In the fi e, they have realized 
that any doct ne of a personal God 
them utt rly incredible. In the 
It la belief, not 



reality of God and the spiritual world, 
how are we to account for the fact 
ihat there are such countless myriads 
of people from whose hearts he ia 
absent? Some theologians may not 
be able to adopt Calvin's or Owen s 
phraseology, but they all accept the 
essence of the thought. 'The Impli- 
cation Is, ' according to one of them, 
that man has an innate capacity for 
recognizing the voice of God when he 
hears It." Then, if there be a God 
who speaks, how la it that every man 
does not recognize his voice? Why 
are there so many who never hear 
him? 

But let us come nearer nome. It 
is asked, "What ia the Ultimate Au- 
thority In morals?" Theology answers. 

law, but a higher and 
holler ordinance." Here, again, we 
an appeal, not to an established 
fact, but tOia belief by no means uni- 
versal— a jTbelief which contradict* 
Te~TacT3\ol human lite. li'.Wt UK' 
Is super human is a per- 
fectly gratuitous assumption. The 
lumanity is the direct 
result of social evolution reached by 
its possessors. The moral sense of 
a low savage is a very different thing 
from that ot a highly civilized 
European. Is is an affair of degrees, 
and the degrees are determined by 



■ of th* 



deference I 
experience, 
ask, experlenc 
body ever hail 
ti e Holv Inlrl 
Has a 



lalms: "Surely "some 
to the consensus of 
ossibly; but we must 
of what? Has* any- 
■xperlence of God, of 
of the next world? 
had experience of 
inct from the body? 



it, pel 



the idle re.1,1,- nnd cleric-, the pen 
will lie nrrcstcd mid condemned to th? 
-alley , In the article upon labor t hey 
display a ..it. .in enthusiasm for the 
puipo^es the interest, ,u.d tic- taii 
of the mnn who works. This woul 



only of servitude, but of disgrai-c. w h. n 
the only man call, d honorable was the 

i that could li.e in idh lie s upon the 

unrequited toil "f a vnssal or a slave- 
to exalt and dignify honor then unt 

revolution. TIM dellnition of journey- 



hns no just incut ion whatever for ex- 
istence. If it shall develop that the 
Catholic church perishe- in France with- 
out the support of the .'ovcrnment aid 
then then etion of the aov.rnment in 
withdrawing that aid will have revived 
its complete justification. And the gov- 

its own control theiital matter of edu 
cation. I*t us go hack a little bit. The 
second republic was lietruved bv Napol- 
eon the Little in NB1. One of the first 
attacks made hy that empire or king- 
dom or consulate, or whatever one is 



laughably ubs d, 
single asMptl . 
peruuee. and 
of belief ther 

The questioi 
by many peopl 
days to belie' 
thorlty In reli 
Is it to be 
Protestants: 
Authority I 
you have none 
knoaj how- 
ls. All hlstor; 
it to scorn, 
testants? F< 




I the exlstet 



because wit ho 
jelief precedes 

in tha tJM 



E Of 



being seriously put 
I it possible in these 
in an Ultimate Au 
n. and if so, where 
i? Catholics say to 
•• have an Ultimate 
t infallible Church; 
Catholics themselves 
Ij silly such a claim 
lauds up and laughs 
.vhut say the Pro 

i» nn infallible 
always made 
But criticism has 
holes In the Holy 



f MM <>ili. r 
but as yet with- 



he I 



lolllt 



is that "which we have not learned, 
received, read, but from Nature her- 
self grasped, drunk, expressed.' 
is what we have gradually picked up 
and put together on our journeys up- 
wards: and as at present we have by 
no means reached the end of the 



nil Ini 



likel 



idergo many more modiflcatu 
developments. What, then, 
Ultimate Authority In morals? Our 
own nature: there Is, and can be, no 
other. The theologians speak of an 

"unwritten law," which they declare 
to be of Divine origin; but the onlv 

•unwritten law" known 



Afte 



ihl : 



, every human being Is his 
il authority, bp the last re 
acknowledge no other; and this 
lite as true of believers as of 
•vers. If my own reason does not 
impel me to a beneficent conduct, 
nothing else will or can; and what 
reason tells me depends on how 
It has beeu trained. A thief is a man 
does not believe in the rights 
of private property, and so he i 
not hesitate to take your silver 
;old. His ethical training has been 
leftcient; and possibly he has 
:eived from heredity a low organic 
paallty. Both the honest and tiM dis 
aonest man are what the law of j 
•volution has made them. On 
ither ground can our criminal cla 
he accounted for, their very exist 



;ainst the existence of a moral 

rvaraor of the world. 



•ol..n> 



la- 



series of akX(IMnl discourses, the 
object of which was to prove that tin 
Cniv.'ise cannot be accounted foi 
without Cod. i nn daSaadty, on th. 
contrary. Is to account for the Unl 
verse. If Cod exiMs. The works of i 
perfect Deity would necessarily par 
take of his own perfection, but Nalur. 
teems with gluring imperfections. Her 
blunders and blemishes are innu 
able. It is not at all surprising that 
thoughful 



of Inventing the doctrine of the Fall 
In Kden; and there is surely some 
plausible excuse for Paul's dogmatic 
assertlona that, ever since that dread 
ful cataetrophe, and because of It. 
the whole creation has been in a state 
of degradation and debasement, groan 
ing and travailing in unutterable pain 
and sorrow, and yearning for the 
happy day of her deliverance. And 
yet the only rcsuit of such specula 
live devices was to make God look 
more ridiculous than ever. Because 



in, his 



naster 



piece, turned 
such a woeful failure, the Creator 
is represented as wreaking his ven- 
>n all his other works by sub- 
jecting them to the "bondage of 
corruption" (Romans viil. 18-25). The 
New Theology is in a worse plight 
possible, because It affirms 
that the Universe, as we see It, ia 
-ession or embodi- 
the Divine Being 
le to effect. For 
unnumbered millions of years he has 
been trying hard to produce a recog- 
nizable image of himself; and 
apparently he Is as far away from 
at the start 
Ia it any wonder, then, that Intelli- 
gent people are turning their backs on 
all theologies alike, and rinding In 
Athelsc their only possible refuge? An 
honest appeal to the facts can 
logically lead to no other result. 

— London Freethinker. 



KALI, THE MOTHER 

Extract From a Famous Work Ex- 
tolling the Feminine Idea In 
Procreation. 

(Clipping.) 
Think not life is serious. What Is 
destiny but thy Mother's play? Come, 
be my play-fellow, meet all happen- 
ings merrily. Murmurest thou of 
need of purpose' Thlnkest thou the 
ball is purposeless with which thy 
her plays? Knowest thou not that 
liail is a thunderls.lt. charged with 
pr to Bhatter worlds at a tum of 
| /rise; Ask not of plans. Need 
arrow know the plan when It Is 
Wad .rom che bow*' Such are ' 
l. When the life Is lived, the plan 
*M be revealed. Till then. O chUd 
of time, know nothing. 

My sport Is unerring. For that 
alone set forth on the day's Journey. 
Think It was for my pleasure thou, 
earnest forth Into the world. And for 
hat again when night falls, and my 
lesire is accomplished, I shall take 
hee to my rest. Ask nothing. Plan 
nothing. Let my will flow through 



ne thing shall lie in vain. Not one 
ffort shall fall at last. The dream 

shall be less, not greater, than the 
leed. Thou shalt go here and go 
here for some petty reason, and thy 
;oing shall subserve great ends. Thou 
halt meet and talk with many, but 

some few shall be mine, and with 

these thou shalt exchange a sign and 

they shall follow thee. 

Pain Is not different from pleasure 

it I will both. Rejoice, therefore. 



Who. 



thoi 



the 



ice of 



spots do I keep my tryst with men, 
and fold them deep in my heart. 
Strong, fearless and resolute, when 
the game is done thou shalt know 
well, little one, that I, Kali, the Giver 
of Manhood, the Giver of Womanhood, 
im thy Mother. Be steadfast in the 
oil I give thee. Weave well the warp 
Into the woof. Shrink from no de- 
i that the task makes of thee. 



Peel n 

eward.-IFrom "Kali, the Mother." 



MATERIALIST ASSOCIATION. 

Editor Senan has been sending me 
his copy of your paper for several 
weeks. You are making a first rate 
paper of it. I am trying to help Im- 
prove People's Press, and also trying 
to band together the Materialists 



can't reach through People's Press, 
who would like to belong to Material- 
ist Association If they knew about 
It. You printed an article of mine a 



year 
some members. 



• ago that 



■..lUll! 



I hope you will print 
I am sending 
of the other free- 




ctarlon. 

lo you favor having a "Blue Grass 
Blade" section of the Association? 
KLIZA MOWRY BLIVEN. 
1st Sec. Materialist As'an. 
Box 76, I 



BLUE 01 A S 8 BLADE 



1884, and edited 



SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
Bv msil postpaid, <i W ■» r year, in .idvam*. 
Five new subscribers sen* with one remittance at 

per yearVaach 
Trial subscription IB cents ol> ., 
All 'orelgn subscription, postpaid, |M6 per yeear. 



ADVERTISING RATES. 
ALL. ADVERTISEMENTS of whatsoever character 

cepted will be published at the rate of $1.00 per 
Inch per month, unless by special contract, when 
other and better rates will be quoted upon applica- 
tion. The publishers have the right to reject any 
and all advertisements offers) 



GENERAL BU8INESS RULES. 



The 



ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Bl 

at the expiration of the term for which th 
scrtptlon haa been paid up In advance, 
address allp on the paper will show subscribers 
the date of expiration of subscription. Back 
numbers, or numbers omitted will be i 
asked for, upon rene al In case of discontinuance. 

(MOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER cha- «« his or her aOOfaM 
advise this office, giving 
th* Blade will be sent tc 
desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade is at 1261 2* 
North Limestone Street, Lexington, Kentucky, to 
which all Freethinkers will be given a hearty 
welcome. 



I>t go the brakes. 



Turn not from duty's call 



Trouble fallowed human development 



ion will rule all things. 



A handfn 
I learning.. 



If we had no faults oumelves we could not I 



V 



He that lias much and wants more is poor, but 
be who has little and wants no more is rich. 



A cheerful heart is of greater value than all th< 
prayers that ever been niiumibled by the lips of men 



M«ny who are now digging for Greek roots and 
Latin verba could tender valuable service by study- 
ing the esculent tuber. 



Logical minds revolt at the jumble of self-evi- 
dent thelogieal absurdities and turn to the light 
of Science to find the cau.se of existence. 



less youth from the western part of the Btate, has 
appointed himself God's special representative to 

see that the Christian joss gets back mi OUT I 



When the Christian can understand that he will 
be punished by his sins and not boCRnae ol them, 
he will realize the folly of prayer and praise to an 
incomprehensible fetich in the skies. 



The greatest intellectual acllei Veineii I s (lie world 
has yet produced came from the brains of poverty, 
not from the rich. It takes trouble and sorrow to 

develop sharaeter and strength, rlowen are won 

by toil. 



Considering the fashion adopted by some ortho- 
dox churches to attach a dance hall and a modern 
si;ii_'e as a part of the catechism, to say not hint* 
of nmving pictures shows, the deity will have to 
get | move on him or the devil will soon have the 
entire congregation grabbed, preacher and all. 



■idering those who have gone befor.- r-vr 

WOOld be preferable to t atiag on aoa I 

cloud ill company with a halo and I harp, all 

by a choice aasorl m of angwfcs. Bealixins 

the ureal questions has not yel been amu 
Who knows, bul what it might be the other f 
who will (tel ii in the neck, after all. 



Any religion that is Compelled to re|\ upon sec- 
ular law for its recognition is inherently rotten. 
Any religion which must appeal to brute force to 
secure reaped for its god is fiendish and brutal 
and Unworthy the devotion of a \<llow dog No** 
■ ake a glance at the h'story of the rr'igi >»1 ol 
Chris!, ancient and modern, and estimate its char 

aeter in the light of the foregoing suggestion 
Christ had no more to do with the making ol 




\ 



• and cash M them I 



'Holy 



•ath" thai 



Mot 



: hail to 



establishing the Fourth of July. Neither wei 
sanctioned by the father, the son. or any o' th 
original wtints. Thoai who insist t.pon the enforce 
ment and not according to the conscience of th 
individual. 



A SUBSTITUTE UNNECESSARY. 



One of the principal stock arguments of ortho- 
doxy when confronted by rationalism, or Free- 
thought, is to ask what to give in lieu of Chris- 
tianity should its abolition, decay, or death Ik- 
' rough about. 

What should the answer be? 

What must the answer be? 

Scientific Truth and Its Application to 



In the destruction of error nothing is required 
in its place. A lie is hurtful at all Cmies and in 
all places. The injury may not be felt immedi- 
ately, but the result is bound to be experienced 
sooner or later. The physician is not Urged by the 
sick to give them, another ailment in lieu of tin 
one they have been able to eonquer. Ii WM the 
physician's task to destroy the original disease. 
The destruction of falsehood, like the destruction 
of disease, is desirable under any and all circum- 
stance's and the free mind is left to accept such 
truth that may come before it without the slightest 
regard or thought for the old error destroyed. 

Accepting this proposition as being the correct 
view of the met hot! of reaching a stage of intel- 
lectual liberty it follows that | if Christianity is 
tabe it should bejj^stn 
st i t life? t he lirrmiuv!? 
of a substitute for falsehood, 
not pretend to offer any substitut 
code, no system, no creed. To 
thinker to subscribe to a creed, if] 
Bible, would be to fetter the mind 
the 



o the Blade's editor by the estimable lady, sec- 

etary of Hie .Materialist's Association, anil we are 

proud to sat.' that the aflirmativc si ps the. 

stii kes. 

There is little of the "spirit" about our per 
tonality, whether of the distilled variety for which 
(►Id Kentucky is famous, of those of which we an- 

told is the kingdom of heaven. Fot d by reason 

and argument, by fact and investigation, we have 

I ii impelled to the materialist ie standpoint for 

there is no other logical position for any mind 
though but partially informed, to accept. 

In another column will be found an article from 
i \ rs. Bliven on the subject, and a eonmiiinicat ion 

I in which the above question may be found. Fi 

what is bora said we can have no possible objection 
to having our name enrolled as a member of the 
Association, and we heartily recommend the same 
course to our readers who have reaelnd the same 
stage in p r o gl ' eaai vc ami intellectual thought. 

The propoeition, however, to establish a section 
of the Blade to be known as the Mtiterislaist See 
lion, is another and different proposition. Tin 
Itlade is open at all times to eommunicat ions from 
•ii y and every member of the Association ami a 
section, just a few inches, would be of so little 
value that its establishment could not aid in the 
work to any appreciable extent. Our notion is not 
in opposition to the suggestion offered, limply a 

•jentle reminder that a section is hardly necessary 
•There the entire paper is devoted to the advocacy 
of the same principles and subjects. 

It may be. however, that members of the Asso- 
ciation would desire to group their writings under 
one head. If that is true, they have lint to express 
the wish and it can be readily done. All articles 
intended for it should be so mraked, or ligDOd; 
so that the designation place may be accorded 
them. Such discussions as would thus be created 
would be certain to prove ml crest lag and the 
Blade, as well as the Association, would benefit 
hereby. Mutual interest* can be cerved. The 
discussions would bring about an interchange of 
ideas and all profit through reading them. 

The Blade can but reiterate that as its pages an 
devoted to an open advocacy of materialism, and 
the philosophy underlying it, as the only true 
philosophy, we shall be pleased to publish any 
article written by members of the Association at 
any time. 



SUNDAY CLOSING IN COTHAM. 



prate of Sabbath desecral ion. How. anil 

way .' By being happy 1 My enjoying M 
kly respite from -rinding toil 

ami fragrant towers, m pan 

il beside the s; reams.' Is it not 
theater on Sunday and see lie 



■a I i 



■ |« 



life 



meel at church in solejnu conclave ami - meter 

it betters t Is not dancing preferable t< nsign 

g men and women to hell and damnation! Does 
popcorn ball or a bag of peanuts If purchaaed 
el devoured on Sunday la lispleasuig to Hie 

ord. The Mlade realizes that the preachers would 



them instead of the popcorn vendor, bul we 'ire 
inking about th* Lord's pleasure, not ilv preach- 
r's avarice. Then why should they be so p< r 
wiatenl in shoving their meddlesome snouts into 
of other people that does DOt 



I thei 



lollbl I 



r that l 
s. Ifv 



) Used to give 



the national conatitution, to have a who 
band, if we so desire and have the necessa 
Inlil about our clothes to pay tin- fiddler 
noi e of the preacher's business. The- , 
take something for the meddler's itch. 



CHRIST A REVOLUTIONIST. 



title 



f 



Was Christ a revolutionist 1 
Answer — He was. 

frequently the question is asked what wool i 

e done if Christ should come to this or that t' WIl, 
in. I .he preachers all over the land have discourse.' 
ipon the subject from time to time. It is a favor- 
te theme where the parson wants to do a I . tie 
piiet knocking from the pulpit. There has never 
wen a sermon preached, to our knowledge or lie. 
lef, on that subject that has been in tin- nature of 



bo 



ed k 




It has bee 

lock in every hamlet and 
if Ibis or that church get i 
offieials, the text is used fo 
corrupt politicians" who d. 



g 1 

II. Di 1 the 
I mitt from 



lent. 



Il.l I 



i fo 



he ser- 



mon is dished out to t 

as an item of especial interest. The preachers s 
anpiite the art of working the press lor puJT 
Sdmje of them will be willing to actually pay t 
have their ''party's*' printed in the local papei 
Again, if a Dumber of business men hav fail.., I t 



of the faith. 



of Frecth'M 



III 



Funny how religions will change, In the old 

days rewards for orthodox belief .anu- inmie.ii- 
alely. later they were turned to " in ' listens in th" 
skies" while tie- pro-sis gbhorhed the prolitl R**- 
ligiOUl punishments used to he eonliie d to a few 
boils and bad crops, but these have been turned 
into a literal hell of fire where the souls of unbe- 
lievers and on baptised babes forever burn. Oreat 

is religion. 



Some indignant correspond mt. feminine, wi.tes 
to assure us that we are doomed for hell, ( in- 



lated. The "I think" is the 
Freet bought. The "I believe 
requisite of all orthodox religi. 

The suggestion thai Freetlx 
offer a substitute for Christiimit; 
ground of DO necessity. 
Freethinker is to have i 
The Freethinker can and 
more real human need t 
mieniber. or the average 
This work may not be found in ost| 
ity. but in the doing of simple 
justice triumphant, charity becoi 
The Freethinker Ls willing to do 
knows how to do. and if mischievi 

conspire against him. he <l> 



I fundamental 

declines to 
levcll on the 
Jean that the 
ii in life, 
gilish more of 
rage church 
Christianity. 



New York State has a statute upon its books 
which prohibits giving theatrical performances on 
Sunday, but it has been such a dead letter toi 
years, that the play houses have been in the habit 
of giving Sunday performances, and the people, 
not only accustomed to i:. have actually grown to 

like it ami appreciate it. 

That the people do like it has brought on a 
world of trouble. The dear pastors of the promi- 
nent churches suddenly found their co ng re g ations 

thinning out and the theaters doing a land offie 



i at . 



if busi 



of a 



ed effoi 



legan t 



foolish I 



. he dm 



lestiny. but buckles 

work tor his own redeaapti 



ith a wil 



r their minds until 
the theaters up 

id enforce the old blue law to give the preachers 
chalice. The result is that the preachers and the 
|istice. With 1 religious weeklies published in and around New 
unnecessary. 701%, have joined in a hue and a cry against the 

very best 1 tage, against the theaters and now insist thai the) 

fates seem to m*ud be closed in "accordance with the law." 
te his lime in I Of course, every good eitison should "Obey the 

y out against It is presumed that a!l good citizens do 

ml strives to obey Hie law. To the Freethinker this means only 
•thinker the secular law. the statute law of the land. With 



heyVwould give "Christ if he came to town 
ex ^is of an elastic nature and can be T> 
idapted for use at any old time an 1 und>M 
uronhistanoss. 

Now word conies from I. on lift that a m- mber 
if the established clergy has broken out of fhc 
u-thod-.x traces and in a sermon reo ntl.V p-v.iche.l 




s Christ I 



rolUtl 



history given of him it would be no lie. /Vhen the 
money changers oppressed the people by their 
usurious exactions. Christ whipped them out of 
the temple. His followers do not take kindly to 
b it policy. They prefer to stand in and get a 

good rake off, which, not forth-- tag in season or 

out of season, the text is dug up. ivsu rreel ed as 
it were, and what would happen if Christ came |a 

told for their es| ial benefit. If the parson wants 

to gel a .-ash in his pocket by pretending to raise 
money for a new church, or for extension of mis- 
sions, and the business men of the commut it y re- 
fuse to I aught, out comes the text in a different 

attire and the treatment they would give to Christ 

if he came among them is | 



i hit 



del 



threats] 



iell I 



knows that orte thing he may do i g that direction he preacher there is another law said to be higher 
shall be in. valin. He knows that 
effort can failJ Be makes the deed 
indulging in delusive dreams of s< 
of happiness. 

Once the bulk of hunuai 
meaning id' the impressive truths, 
be made brighter and happ 
them no being would wish 
living thing. No being would th 



the law 

ileasnres that 

veil tin 



of right living. Man ma; long for many 



ml pen 
Man's 



never come to him. 
rj and shrinks from 
he cannot 



nit if he weaves 

no demand tin i < 



saviors nor upon the shedding of hi aod. It depends I common experience show that the oseeeher rests 



work. The very liberty we eiijf v today 
i freely, but it had to be ^ 



tl hart. 

freedom 
must wo 



death struggle from the reluctant 1 amis of tyrant 
Tears of bl(t>od and toil securer 
ir political freedom and as reh\ 

r that with the san nergy, bs 

nt paths. Is there ■ Freethinker 
jo icing in his own freedom,, deni< s | similar free 

don, to his neighbor, or is perefet] ■ happy to wit- 
ness the yoke of mental slavery 

itgfabor'l neck? We think nit. 

ity to save others and to placp tl k 

rn happiness within their reiicl 

irk the task. It is a duly w> 

•t us perform that duty withojut 
duty done there will be none t(^ a 
(o offer in lieu of Christianity for 
superstition will Is- dead and go: j„ 
mourn her loss. 



vish 



really great and more to be feared for any infraction known as 

it Instead of the " I aw of God." The statute law is the law of 

future state I man. The preacher insists that the law of Coil is 
higher and of greater authority than the law of 
asp the full man If this is true, then every preacher in tht 
• world will bind is a violator and breaker of the law of God. 
all. Under U the light of the above definition of good citi/.en- 
|g toward 1 ship, Hie preacher cannot be a good citizen. In that 
must also be undesirable ci.izens. Lei 



> violate 



The law of Cod is supposed to be laid down in 
le ten commandments. The fourth commandment 

ipulates that in six days shall thou labor and do 
II manner id' work, and rest on the seventh and 



their Savior 
and small la 
'•I Id < e 

they 
wives 
It i 



If the Church membership is split 
manifested between them, if Christ 
once bjonghl in o public view and 

told that by quarrelling among them, 
y quarrel with the Lord. 

<. however, that the text has been used 
Knglish | 



ed his 



with the 



I' the 



rist he 



ed t 



tie 



. that 



I the 



establ 



The 



break 
irthodo: 



To 



i the 



rents 



,le- 



id render it unholy. Known facts and 



luring the entire six days and works, with hi 
I a fierce jaw, ali through the seventh. If the iu.and.ite is to 
ded as authoritative that rest must be 
on the seventh day it is squally so in re- 
he inundate that in six days all labor and 

er of work shall be done. The preaehei 



rk lall . 
ir,. doei 



not I 



the 



da.\ 



ml he do. 



h». 



still about hia 
Then it is our 



i them, all his work is done on the 
seventh and his professional duties require him to 
conform to a system that is the opposite ol' the 

oonsassndmenl in every way. 

In any event the churches ami theft organs are 
boasting that the "good work in succeeding and 
£ I that nearly all the theatres have been dosed. 



members of his eongregSi ioii are said to have spoke 
right out in meeting and hailed him with cries of 
"no" to such an extent that he bad to ask their 
permission t" continue preaching to them even a 
little longer. 

Take it whiah you will Christ was a revolution- 
ists, if the accounts of him ai-e true, lie began 
by arguing with the doelors and he tackled tin- 
lawyers next. When people did not agree lie 
cursed them and called them "whited sepulchres." 
and children of hell. When a tig tree failed to 
furnish him- with fruit out of season, he cursed || 



n 1 V 



\ ithe 



He 



le .pimp 
the b. 



ed oil 

wfui i 



He 



the 



dd Jet 



thro 



the 



ith that 



elared to be for the benefit of the poor actors and 
actorettes whom the managers re.piireil to labor On 
Sunday. This is the most arrant hy|H»erisy. The 
preachers, have no regard for the Sabbath save as 
a cold business proposition and it fi a means of 



and gav e that grew worse wild its keeping 

I did not improve wiih age. He revolutionised 

Judes and destroyed the Konwin empire by delug* 
ir;' il w ith human blood. Is there a revolutionist 
thai could do more, or do that much with so much 
itiouisl want to do more.' 
Id but continue in this strain 

be shattered and 
in the direction of 
Christians will be 



afreet. Could > 

If I he 



The 



Id I 



• ihei 



the London preach. 

foul I iii the land. Speed the good work and le! 
us. a.. Freethinkers, turn in and give I hem a boost 
along the highway. 



WAS IT 

PEACE OR SWORD 



That the Magazine came to bring upon 
Earth? Get a Few Pointers From 
The Despised Samaritan. 



(By A. A. sn.m i 
"The government Uf thl I 'nit fil Sta 

i* n..t in mj nm I m nM i 
Cfcrfcrtlar. religion" Renege Washita* 

••No religion shall l«' in t r. h l hh e n ' bjf 
law. not- -hall tl pud rtHjNsI oi 



I will drop you a few lines In order 
to send you a few clippings to use 
as you may see fit. I see In your last 
two issues that you are up to date, 
hut am sory to say It la not the case 
with me, and has not been for a 
with a few exceptions. I am very 
fond of your paper and glad to 
it even late. Your last, of the 3rd. 
came to me an the 13th; don't take 



I 1 



- you 



JOHN McFARLAND. 



intense believer ought t.. be willing U 
leave the matter of religion t<> Um fam- 
ily alter, th.' vhiirel. and Hi.' private 

lehool Mr. Andrews object* b w um 
he. May*, Mr. Long fails to 
-df ti. th.' -tat.it. m. i m 

ground for objection. If I 
eonllict with the constitution lie Is with 
in his pro vide nte. If, much more, they 
..mil i.t with just principles, it fa aha BV II 
bin to spcuk out. Would In- unite in 
crying IriMinB again.-t thane, who Ofc 
hutted to liiunuo's being burnt to death 

•ttt/f Is not hi po.-ili.iii of taxing the 
[..-. .].!.- to support raUgtoM a vestige of 

th.M' ia .buk agaaj with only tin. 

.lillcicii.-e; the penalty i* a little mild- 
erf 

Aiitiiclni- Kpiphanes desecrated the 
Jawfch temple by erecting ill it 1 lie stat- 
ute ..i Jupiter. 'I his enraged the .low. 
to a frenzy that knew no bounds and 
brought about one of the bloodiest lit- 
tle war* oi hi tun. A mere handful 
of Jews .lime Ant iuelius from the 



luiild (km end lowed to ml our child- 
ren there, ami lieeau-e vou have the 
power are y..u iletenniiied to erect your 
image of Jupiter there, uu.l determined 
to impress on the tender minds of our 
h«1ftaai children. Iief.ne their reason 
has siilli.ieiitly ilevelopcd for self de- 
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PRICED PREACHERS 

Methodist Conference Breaks Up in 
Row and Preacher Brings Suit 
For »50,000, 



(By Emmett Weeks.) 

Is there a preacher In the country 
whose reputation Is worth the sur 
$5,000? If bo, point him out. M 
his picture taken and send it to 
good, old Blade, for I am sure 
editor would be willing to publish it 
on the front page. 

If the Blade readers do not know 
of one I would like to call their atten- 
tion to a preacher who thinks his 
reputation Is worth that much fo 
has brought suit for slander tc 
cover that amount. Fifty thousand 
dollars for an ordinary preacher 
Whew. 

Let me tell you about it. Some tim 
ago at Malvern. Ark., the Little Rock 
Methodist Episcopal Church. South, 
which has been dividing members— 
from bishops to laymen— Into factions 
for five years and which" has been 
church ylals. 
was brought to a climax with a $50,000 
suit for slander. 

Alleging that the continued charges 
that he once had domestic troubles 
in a Texas town are false and Injur! 
ous to his standing as a minister. Rev 
James Thomas, the central figure in 
the long conference fight, has filed 
suit for damagea In the civil courts 
against G. W. Heater, a Devlne. Tex., 
banker, who came here to testify 
before the 



in Birmingham Ala . May, 1906. on 
and tne sentence of "silence for six ^ 
montha" because of his charges; 
against Rev. Mr. ThomaH was 
affirmed. 



was summoned from Texas. His testl-j 
mony was to aid Rev. Mr. Hawkins 
■I his petition for reinstatement. 
The slander suit for $50,000. how- j 



chai 




irtSeo^^L 

«■ kind- of assertions aad with 

I notice the more 
ignorant a persou is the more he insist: 
■ that his religion is a panacea for al 
ills; anil so very positive is he about 
it that he will not allow for others th 
sane right- lie claims for himsplf. I 

tmldeltty or Atheism were taught iu ou 

school- we would uot hear an emphuti 
protest from our most positive (Jhri« 
thus, T. ('. Andrews? Were he not pro 
test were a BoBUMI I atholic. as teachc 
of his children, to otter a prayer e.illin, 



of I 



the i 



i 1 awrc that t here a 



the injustice of turning our schoo 
houses. At one time the Chri-tiam 
took all the children from the breast' 
of their heart broken Jewish mothers 



lould gO to wreck i 



the name of ( hii-tiani 



all I 



o.l- 



' the 



of doing anything rot the p ooy l i 

heat Inn, aeaorirag to the Bible, were 
"without Qo| and without hopein tie 
world.' ' TkM th.y were virtually 
Atheists. Yet they were moral; sonic 
of HUM siiipas-e.l the Jews in molality, 
an I all from that Athei-tie soil that my 



Mm 



IKK 



that 



ralil.v 



they had) from the people pat their 
morality from the heathen, the Colder. 

Kill... (tl -t noble words he ever 

lit tcr.il | from the Athei-t. t'oniueius' 

Now Christian- will you not sit at 
the feet of the doswtaad Samaritan, the 
liiliilel. ami lean, an important lesson 
The Catholic ami the I'rot. -la lit are at 
an eternal wrangle, each vauting rclig 
ion in the MaMkk Now each of y.n. 
throw out religion anil hike h .ml-. 

Oh Christian, will you never learn 
which it was that the Na/arine came to 
■Hill "WW it r »a- it the sword! 



EVEN BETTER THAN WE CAN. 



James E. Hughes: - 



to thresh out the whole mat 
ter in civil courts and to bring church 
records before the public. 

"Prosecutor" Reinstated. 

Following the filing of the suit. Rev. 
J. S. Hawkins, who has been almost 
as prominent In the fight as Rev. Mr. 
Thomas on acount of his having been 
assigned to prosecute the case for the 
church, was reinstated as a Little 
Rock pastor. Rev. Mr. Hawkins had 
been removed from the pulpit and 
"silenced" for making charges against 
Rev. Mr. Thomas publicly after the 
church trial. 

The "Thomas case" had its begin- 
ning in the conference more than five 
years ago. Rev. Mr. Hawkins at that 
time was professor of history and 
economics at Prescott College and a 
member of the conference. He was 
appointed by Bishop Hoss to prosecute 
the case against Rev. Mr. Thomas, 
under church Indictment, for alleged 
"falsehood and duplicity." 

At the next conference session Rev. 
Mr. Thomas was acquitted, after trial, 
a letter of character from Bishop O. 
P. Fitzgerald of Nashville, Tenn.. 
giving material aid to the pa-tor outer 
charges. 

For his part in the prosecution of 



he 



Rei 



that he was so harassed by friends of 
Rev. Mr. Thomas that he decided to 
make a public statement. In the gen 
it was charged that 
I stated that he 
(Thomas) had been a prosecuting 
attorney in California while the rec- 
ords of that state showed that he had 
never held such office. This was 
evideuce that Rev. Mr. Thomas had a 
"past," it was contended. 
Wife 
Then came 
\\\ Hester of Uevlne, Tex., had known 
Mr. Thomas to have domestic trouble 
in Texas. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas, In refutation, 
„.ated he had never declared be was 
a prosecuting attorney in California 
tag be denied emphatically the entire 

Meantime the feeling of factions 
grew and numerous charges and 
'harges came before the con- 
ference. In one case the instigators 
of an iudictment against a nilnist. i 
admitted that they bad no proof and 
ncVer MBMMl to pre— Hie MMfM 
but made the move for 



and when papers 
served Hester could 
the Malvern deputies. 

However, without a voice of protest. 
Rev. Hawkins, who has gone into the 
Thomas case" deeper than any other 
man, for what he calls his own vlndl 
cation, was restored to his former 
charge at 



a Sensational Damage Suit Filed 

in a Southern Kentucky Law 



From Paducah comes the 
MM that ill a calm, clear manner, the 
Rev. F. M. Hawley. formerly Presby- 
terian minister at Fulton, told the 
Jury In Federal court that he had been 
taken off the train at Fulton, by W. 
W. Meadows, Dick Thomas, H. T. 
White, James White and bthers. and 
beaten with a buggy whip and after- 
wards knocked unconscious by a blow 
on the back of his head, In an effort 
to force from him a confession of re- 
lations with Meadow's wife. 



He said there were twenty-five gash- 
es on his body caused by the whip. 
He was struck first by H T. Smith 
and he said he denied the accusations 
and was going back to Fulton to put 
to rest the rumors when attacked. 

His counsel, Judge Robbins. of May- 
field, said the accusation was trumped 




Mea. 



used in the 



defense of divorce proceedings insti- 
tuted by Mrs. Meadows. 

Will Childress and Wayne Thomas 
testified to the assualt and Henry 
Oliver said he heard Hawley admit 
corresponding with Mrs Meadows and 
counseling her to get a divorce so 
they could be married and go away 



Charles 11. Wheeler, for the .let. n-e. 
said he would show that Hawley and 
Mrs. Meadows were the talk of Fulton 
of their conduct. Hawley 
iges conspiracy and sues for $100,- 
damages. 



WHY CHRISTIANITY F ALIS. 

A religion is never transformed; It 
exhausts the iiosslbllitles of life con- 
tained in the principle that created it. 
and then it dies, leaving that principle 
the number of acquired truths. 
A given end is never reached by an 
instrument designed for another pur- 
A faith that has for Its eud the 
Ion or the individual; for Its 
means, the belief Is a mediator be 
een God ond Individual; for its 
idltlon, Grace; for dogma, the fall 
i redemption through another's 
irks — such a faith can never be 
found a Society which, though It 
works for the same end has for means 
the belief In the collective life of Hu- 
for its condition, the works 
that we have done on the earth, for 
its doctrine. Progress.— Mazzln I. 

WANTS TO KNOW. 

lames E. Hughes: — 

Dear sir. Inclosed find P. O. for my 
subscription for twelve months. I do 
not know how the rest are paying 
you. I hoiie very well you know I 
solicited and sent, to you about two 
clubs. I hope they are still with you 
and paying all right. I read my paper 
and pass them along. I certainly have 
done some good here for freethought 
hough there is plenty of Ignorance 
MM v. l and among the educated 
leople at that. I have betn a free- 



er yet and I have run a many one. 

now as much a student as ever. 
I get three or four iberal papers all 
time and have mony works of 
philosophy at my command. Always 
count on tne as a well wisher for 
your little paper. I am better plea* .1 
with It than ever and hope that the 
'ilue Grass Blade and the CMUM it 



re]. n 



■nts 



Ining 



md If y 



ter, Pa 
i have 



111. 
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WHY 

I Can Undersell All Competitors 

EXPERT FIGURES THE COST 



(Chas. A. Kiler in Chicago Tribune:) 
"Long Investigation among the managers of well kept tore 
Ike fact that it lusts 2(1 p. r cent of the (TOM -ale- to pav all t 
-on'. Thus an article bought at wholesale for $1. if Bold 
Ei.mi.md which ml 1100, if sold for $120 are sold at cost. Th 
hi i he en peUei account arc rent ino Matter jf the men-h int 
Ing), inter. -t on the money invested in slock, salaries of tin 
clerks, light, fuel, taxes, advertising, catalogues, jn-urauce. I. a 
incidental to damaged and out of -date stock, etc. Therefore. 



$10.00 BOOK for < 



make money, 

me ucrnri in rviuau hi Btfii iii- gouus Hi a prom ot ov iu au [>ei cent or fail." 

All of these expenses I do not now incur. I -olicit and desire the con 
tinuance of the patronage of my old customers and friend- only. A cosy office 
and w..rk-h..p in my residence in this beautjful suburb of Chicago suffices. 1 
have millions worth of stock anil the newest to select from. I l.uv the goods 
ordered direct from manufacturer, and biggest jobbers in the city for spot 
cash) get. ail di-. mints and -cm-rally -hip prepaid same day order is received. 



BUY NOW! 
Diamonds and Watches 




expert of forty years ex] 



^JBdsass ... »-:„„„;:',..;., 



LaGrange, Cook Co. I 



WW mill oa ncLlpt of SI.20. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, Pillilislierj, 

Box 393, Lcxiflftoo. Kv 



fHP PROCESSION or PLANFTS 

IS THE GREAT NEW BOOK IE T0L' ^ 
»n;.J:r »hy the firth m.nK „nu m :Ke author for a 
r . i on ot It <ho»MlK tne nnMNKof maaer. U'lrw 
hA\MI\ H. .tULO MillunA Hi* ASt,i Lt:S CalltornU 



FLORIDA AND without 
NEW ORLEANS « 



■ VIA ■ 



QUEENS CRESCENT ROUTE 

Winter Tourist Tickets g^tiTfcitjpS 



o. «d h.l of hood. «ddr«M 

B.CIIHG.C.P.8T.A,111W 



THAT SAFE SIDE ARGUMENT" — 

(By J 0. Stephenson.) 

If you deal know how to meet this 
much used and Ughijt valued ar-uiii. nt 

booklet of the abOTi title, and get some 
' pointer."— how it is done. Postpaid 
io cents. 

Santa Anna, Texas. 



AMy Writ!) 




Three of WINW00D READE'S 
Celebrated Works. 



Martyrdom of Man 



superstition and Ignoraniv shall fad. 
away and be forgotton by the few 
people that shall follow in MM tutUft 
W K HAY. 



Brother Hughes 





BLUE GRASS BLADE. Publishers. 



The Outcast 



least half a dozen of each and I w ill 
settle with you for them 

I wrote you recently, but I expect 
you are very busy, but as you have ' 
caught up with your Issues. Hope 
y.m will have a little more breathing 
"political I time 

' Uevelatlons is the hardest dose to 
umnioiii'.l ' get anything out of that I ever tried, 
before the general conference that in. I i Hope Part III. wll be worthy 
appeal from a lower church tribunal. K. UlWIt 



Cloth, 75c. n«ti postage, lOc. 

THE VDL OF ISIS, OR THE 



o[ me Druids. 



Thin Inurrmini work area ■ very clear and accurate a 

,om.t . Mhe tyBg&gmm Ol KrliKi.iu aii.t Fi».-...*-.j,r 

in .l.-u'll anil »hn». couvluaiveiy h<>» um ...k . ""t 
Cloth. 01.OO nut 1 postage. 14c. 

BLUE S&ASS BLADE, Pub-, Box 393. Lexington. Ky. 



Life and Reminiscences 




FRENCH 

(Continued from First Page.) 



pleased to call it— France under N'apo 
leon the Little— one of the first attacks 
was made upon the school system that 
the second republic had put in operation. 
Within the first year forty thousand lay 



withdraw It; you shall obey the law 
" i-ou ahall do it right now." And 

tkaa Mm catholics of France were put 

■ the Ml unhappy position of having 

■ be traitors to their |0»— — «, or 
traitors to their master, the Pope. And 
I say to you that whenever a situation 
like that ran arise. whenever a religion 
makes a situation like that possible. 

NMgfaa has already written its 



missed, charged with the heinous Ai 
of teaching the principles of republicai 
ism instead of the teachings of rcligio 
In that same year 25" eccle-iastic 
schools were established. The Kepubl 
of France knows what to expect, 
knows what will hap|>en if it does not 
control the schools itself. We know 
this country what will happen. When, 
therefore, a priest of the I nlted Matte, 
with more real than discretion, arises 
and declares that the Catholic Church 
spending twenty-five millions of dollars 
annually in this country for the support 
of the parish schools, and that it is i 
just, and that the school funds ought 
be divided, and that the Catholic s 
ought to have its part to administer 
it please, there b only this to be said, 
that when that demand is made the 
citizens of America that love liberty will 
be heard from. If they seek us, in the 
words of Clemenceau, they will find us. 
And there is another thing that will 
take place in this country, and it doe< 
not need even the prophetic instinct 
foretell it. The day is coming and it is 
I coining because it is 

eh and state, will 
man and demand 
that all church property whatsoever be 
made to bear its just and equal share 
of taxation. 

1 have spoken about cdueatu 
der to equip and qualify the youth and 
maidens— 1 wish 1 could add— to 
citizens of this republic. Religion i* 
necessary. Intelligence, enlightment, 
struction are necessary. Religion 
matter of personal and private cona 
intelligence and instruction and a 
comprehension of man s duties to him 
s«lf and to his fellows — U|s«n the; 



when the American 
the complete, the c 
lute separation of cl 



nil | 



friend of mine, while riding in a 
ear the other day, asked a child o 
way to a parish' school, to let hit 
i i, mAuu i i .. j :. — „ 



It 

was a Child's History of the United 
States. These were the first questions 
and answers: "Who discovered Amer- 
ica? Christopher Columbus. Who was 
Christopher Columbus? A Roman Cath 
olic. What did Christopher Columhui 
iW r.'.7-<rpr,ii of/ioTh- ufs-.n 
of this new world? He knelt down upon 
the sands and gave thanks to the Vir- 
gin Mary." Now, it would be possible 
for aper on to lie an honorable and use- 
ful citizen of this republic without 
knowing or caring whom Christopher 
Columbus prayed to when he landed, oi 
whether he prayed at all. I say it is 
more important that the youth and 



■ be 



mght the p 



eiples 
, the i 



is more neoe-snry for them to be taughl 
the history of the struggle through 
which other governments h 
through which they have passed. 



necessary that the children of America 
be taught that the health, the whole- 
ness, the purity, the strength of mind 
and body require cleaniness and whole 
HMMM of thought and loyal obedi- 
ence to the laws of nature. It is better 
for them to lie taught that Mary wa> 
born exempt from original sin. that, she 
was espou-ed by the Holy Ghost who 
deserted her and abandoned her to a 
mere man the next day after the es 
pousal. There have been hood and use 
M citizens who really were all through 
their life in doubt as to how Mary was 
born, or anything about her subsequent 
conduct. 

What has b.-en the attitude of the 
Roman Church or the Roman authoritie. 
in this agitation? First, there obtained 
the impre sion in France that the Pope 
would allow the French Catholics 
-bey the new law. How the impres' 



iad i 



s not t 



that was the general feeling, 
Catholics of, France, if we mi 
from reports and letters, were i 
large majority in favor of loyally ol«ey 



to the laws of their state. The govern 
ment. seeing that disposition of con- 
formity, extended the time in which 
they were allowed to make deelarn 
tions and to advocate the church prop 
erties — extended that time one 
Then the Pope i sued an encyclical f< 
bidding the priests to conform to t 
law, calling upon them, in other won 
to make passive reistunce to the authi 
htj of the state in which they liv. 
Then the French government replied I 
snyinir: "If you are going to be I 
calcitrant, if you nre not iroing to oliey 
the law, if you will not take advantage 
of this year of grace that we have ex- 
r it and we do 



. if that 
ml then 



he Pope and his advisers would wel 
ome persecution. M. liriand. Minister 
f Worship and Instruction, declared in 
the French as-ombly, that "the govern- 
ment will not waste time in superfluous 
negoations with Rome; neither willl it 
laifUll its dignity by refusal or hesi- 
etancy to enforce the low; neither will 
it pro gild to pcrseVution, which the 
Pope seems evidently to desire." And 
the developments have made it clearly 
manifest that there is no disposition 
on the part of the French government 
to per-ecute. They have been mancl 
ously cnlm, patient, conciliatory, and 
perhaps it is the first time in the history 
of that strange and wondrous people 
when there has beena revolution of such 
magnitude and affecting such vital in- 
terests, when such calmness and such a 
spirit of conciliation has been manifest. 
Had it been Rome which was the ag 
sor, had it been Rome which held the 
balance of power, had it been Rome 

ran anvbodv read hei hi-lory and think 



pliem\. If Cod is the Infinite hit 

genre MM* he has seen fit to endow tbt i 
creature made in His own image villi 

I ' Ileum Ml inlellinemr, how • 

ran that creature honor and Bill the 
BOfcaj that made him, how more and bet 
tat ran he Ml himself thnn revetent- 
ly ami with dignity to stnnd 9 the 
pMNM of thr Infinite lutein- I I 

a fart that all of tl mo. 



for 



. thei 



.■..,,1,1 ll.i 



been conciliation on her part to 
tics and unbelievers? And then 
authorities at Rome did another thing 
that has been, it seems to me. strangely 
overlooked. They attempted to embroil 
the government of Fiance with govern- 
ment of Spain. They did it in this way. 
The papal Secretary of State. Merry 
M Val, persuaded the Spanish amba 
ador to the Vatican to write to tl 
archeives that had been left by the papal 
nuncio Montagini, when (he Fi 



The Spanish ambassador at Pans, 
receipt of the letter, wired his go\ 
ment for instructions) ami Madrid 
promptly instructed him to keep his 
hands off. Thus Spain, even Spnin, 
turned her back upon the Holy See. 
Spain, the land of Phillip tt, Spain, the 
land of Ferdinand and Isaliella. Spain 
the home of the inquisition and Tor- 
quemada, to her Rome stretches out her 
weak and ineffective hand in vain. Ver- 
ily the world moves. The sufferings, 
the sacrifices, the struggles of (he past 
have not been in vain. 

moment at some of the 
U|Kin the situation. 
A certain archbishop, r esident in the 
fr"^ - To ileal States, a man who ha.- a singu 
lar faculty for getting hinnelf into 
trouble, critizes first, the Catholics of 
France, and then the Pope of Rome. 
He says if the policy of Leo XIII had 
been followed, the church of France 
would have escaped this persecution. 

Catholic priesthood of 



ing he says, which I lieg of J 



Cod? If He i. the Being they -i>. In 
finitely wise and just, would hi no( 
rather have om dignified approach than 
,.ui weak Mattery, our wretched praise? 
( an we honor Him any more h\ kneel- 
ing than by standing erect ? 

The issue is on. It is betweW t*t 



and the rest of the ministers. In hi) 
last encyclical the Pope toaetalei a- 
follows: "In full confidence that tin 
Virgin Immaculate, daughter of our 
Father. Mother of the World. Spouse 
of the Holy (ihost. will obtain better 
days for you. from the Most Holy and 
Adorable Trinity, we send you HWlUi 
brothers and the whole people t 
^jj^imaeulate S|s.use of th 



Ml of liberty, and thy future secure. 
tflHrtllM and the sea divide thee from 
:!„• \atican. that ancient home of in 
tl%M and treachery against the rights 
a n I iibcitie- of mankind, while thy 

iiinries of thy ronllirt- fought and 

won, memories of thy rack, the dungeon, 



raw the frien 
i papal Home 



slanders alioiit Ingersoll. but the meth- 
ods of this sterquilinotis skunk have all 

the -trnrl, „f 

pa-s. Pismire I'crksnifT is I mental 
cripple — every brain is a field when. 

nature sows the ■ Is of thought and 

Hi" crops ileiiend upon the soil. 
From the in Story Book I 



M. Clemi 
,et minister 



full I 



line the aye is changing. irktM 
•d bM omiijj loiwuru, i iuia-ej is 
it i ■ not the I- ranee 
MMI] ago. it is not, inured, 
I- ranee that many of us imagine 

i.e. is it mm true that jrou nWi 



upon 



, upoi 



renehmeii in the lUlh century, whom 
ould we have named? It we had 
sen asked to name twenty of the 
cutest Frenchmen of the century, ol 
hoiu woul 
it? We v 
.is, the men of deeds, the murtial 



i Park is-ued a cab fi 

as to who, in the opinion 
were the greatest French 
of the 10th century. About fifteen 
KUB roua were cast. The significance 
his vote was that it wa. not a vote 
any intellectual elite «r political 
rie or exclusive class or vocation. 



tradesman, the merchant, 
istinclion^of pa 



.en by tie common 
■A T^'AWr, the 
!rchant, tie profes 
> all withlut regard 



and \ 



i the lata 



"It 

the old spirit of Voltaire and the 
yciopedists which has never died out 
France." "It slumbered for a while 
under the imperial and royal regime, 
rewakened to new vigor in the 
free, loin allowed to thought and speech 



t of the French people, think you 
placed at }.he head? It was nut a 
warrior; it was a scientist. It was the 
great ili-cverei and scholar, Pasteur 
And the second man on the list, with 
almost as many votes, was a literary 
man, Victor Hugo. The third man on 
the Uat, a close third ut that, was Gam 
I belta, the man who at the birth of the 



the 



of Fra 



\\ I,; 



If 



to thought and speech, 
what is the implied cure? Shall we for 
the maintenance or defen e of any re- 
ligion seek to Btifle the freedom of 
thought and speech? It is the old 
spirit of Voltaire and the encycloped- 
ia. The spirit that will never die out 
s long as there is upon the globe a sin 
le man who would rather do his own 
hinking than submit his brain like a 
assal to any authority under the sun. 
i pirit that will never die out so long 
s there are men who would rather be 
free than wear chains. Cardinal Gib- 

boaa mi Paltlawct, says that the French 

people hate Cod, hate Christ, and hate 
religion. I am not personally acquainted 
with any of the leaders or members ol 
the present French government and can- 
ipcak as to their personal likes or 
es. but this I know, that if what 
ardinal say* lie true. If there are 
who hate ( hid. and 
and hate religion, as he 



errame th. reactionary policy of the 
o conservative. The fourth man in 
• h-t was Napoleon L From that on 
wn through the whole twenty there 



covercrs. A, ago, 
poet of the planets, the singer of the 
I tan, Ampere, the father of dynamic 
electricity. A phssician who discowrcd 



"IN GOD WE TRUST." 



I the 



"In 



" fn.m the 



f the 



coin seems to have outraged the 
mil's of Christian generally. 

As an agnostic. 1 am willing the 

to should remain. A ading to 

christians this is ■ Christian country 
although it has only '28.tX1O.O0n out ot 
Si i.iiiui.oiMl of the population enrolled Bl 
church members. lieing a ftlMlal 



thr 



Christian 
They. I 



The church would soon be dead froi 

aaaaral pragraattri tua m t lt were it ■ 
for its close, association with the g( 
ot gold. 1 alike science and all oth< 
departments of fact, which depend aloi 
apoa truth and intellectual meri 
t bun Inanity must depend upon the gol 



{old it i 

The only change I would sug 
would be the omission of the eagle, and 
in i's place put the picture of God. 
Al-,. the name of the particular gort 
used should at inscribed under his pic- 
ture, so we would all know the god re 
Idled to, whether to .lehovah, Zeus 
\ ishnu, Allah or sonic other of the in 



I god. 



1 have 



of 



i.y all means let the Christians have 
ih n way about it. Every time a think- 
ing iiiiiu looks at a goid piece and reads 
the motto he says to himself: Thar 
true] the god of gold is their trust. 
I hen Kingdom is not of this world, bill 
they'ri taking all they can get. With 
rare exception, the highest salary de- 
termines the divine call. Remove the 
gold entirely and put faith and all the 



hildrell 



they 



I tteM ~ays the motto is irreverent, 

it only that but it so loudly savors of 
hyproeris\ and east, (hat it becomes the 
mrj best freethought propoganda. 
An open confession is good for the 
oiil, so let the good old motto stand. 
Ahal thr clergy have joined together 
et no man put asunder. The corpora 
ion of (oid and gold is a trust that 

a it would be 



esidents of tin 



Thei 



poti 



;ola, the 

lata who "by the force of hi- genius 
brought back an innocent man wrongly 
condemned and rehabilitated him in his 
rights. The ltith place is held by thai 
iiniiv ailed queen of the dramatic stage, 
Madame ISernhaidt. And so, passing 
by warriors, poassing by the dramatic, 
the French mind has passed through 



A LIVE DOUSE ON A DEAD LION, 



lished ill lame is Professor Harry Thurs- 
ton 1'ecK, editor of the liookiiiau, a crep- 
uscular literary organ. The Peek pis 

iaatadtag taii sim 

' Colonel Ingersoll was in no respect a 
thinker, lie knew that a strong belief 
:n revealed religion was a moving force 
with thousands of tho-c who were super 
.or to him alike in mind ami tiainin^. 
In all the utterances of his fervid elo- 
quence there was nothing that could 



SUGGESTIONS FOR 
ALL MATERIALISTS 



Article From a Faith, 
ful Worker in the Cause of Human 
Freedom That Should Get 
Some Favorable Answers 
Made. 



SHORT 

HISTORY OF COD 



Written by a Veteran Whose Heart and 
Mind Remain Strong and Firm 
Through Trial and 1 



FROM AN EXPERIENCE 

OF EIGHTY 



(I* H. K. Schmitt.) 

, ' • '" r*" papers, and 

M* u. accord with ytmr tlH „ )logJ . | 

"a* 1 woaW ma tat gaaadat of the 

hasket bjf sending u tri || e for 
publication if acceptiblc. ' 



bly « 



ath bad, » 



r of the 



(By Eliza K, Plovin.) 

The main object M Ihe Matpriallst t 
Association Is to band toKcther i 
Materialists; that is, all which | 
thoroughly believe there is no God and 
no future life. 

We think this banding together will' . 
increase cooperation and COnM BOt i 
in propagating Hatertalitm; and n>|i 
courage nature study, scientific lec- < 
tures, discussions, and promotion of H 
practical beneficial morality, health, I I 
and good citizenship, in place of | \ 
theological and spiritualist teachings. , 

Is not that what the people need? , mm omnipotence wa, beat bv those 

Materialist Association has no men,-, w, ad chariots of 1 ,»„ * 

bership dues. All who secure « rraqaeatl, ,,.pe,,.ed. Hmyt writ- 

to for our county paper and been coph^i 
-y others and thanked by letter for 
,'ivi.ig my sentiments to the public. I 



etiiiie. I have no sluulow of fear of 
ath, but regard it as a wise prousion 
nature. My Ufa was spent in school - 
aching. Have read and re read the bl- 

• the past t»„ raan aad must say l 
is aarpMtod at its toataatt of i n - 

iisistcncies and contradictions. 



organize a section anywhere. 



nor future life. Count me a member 
of Materialist Association. 

To became a member, copy this 
blank, sign, and send It to Kllza 
Mowry Hllven, 1st Sec, Box 7«, Brook- 
lyn, Conn. 

Peoples Press has been the organ 
of the Association for the past year, 
and we have 112 members. If all 
Liberal papers will print this article, 
so all their materialist subscribers 
can know about it, we ought to have 
1000 members by next spring. 

Why not start a Section of Material 
1st Association in every liberal paper, 
that will allow It a bit of space. Each 
Section can carry on the materialist 
propaganda In their own way, with or 
without dues, bylaws, etc. All should 
use the above application blank, 
written or printed, but can put their 
own secretary's name and address In 
place of * 1m', and liArt it with ih'- 
name oft heir Section. 

Why not have a Section started also 
In every Freethought Society where 
there are any Materialist? 

Why not have a Section started In 
every state and every city where there 
•aer any Materialists? Organize and 



iod n 



r the ji 



Mill -appose it partly true for it Is 

1 I* am to be wholly so. 

We are first introduced to him in hu- 
man form but with unlimited powers, 
and in the condition he said (« be the 
traatOT of all things. We may well 
won h i if (his was not t great work 
lor the form of man to accomplish. In 
tin- |*1m he existed for an unknown 



• with r 



i pai 



you can best, to Increase the enroll- 
ment of Materialists, and help free 
the people from belief In a God, 
future life, and religious follies; help 
them start a more beiipflctal kind of 
Sunday meetings. "Get bURy." and 
see who can enroll the biggest Section 
of Materialist Association, and accom 
lish the most with it. Of course, 
every secretary should keep me 
posted on number of members, 
doings, etc. 

The Sections wil be of equal rank 
Their secretaries will be the leaders; 

more the merrier. The union of 
many Sections will give strength of 
numbers, and material encouragement 
nd wll band toge(her a great brother- 
mod of Materialists. 

ELIZA MOWRY BL1VEN, 
1st Sec. Box 76, Brooklyn. Conn. 



ft* by the record, he must have killed 
about a million friedns and foes. We 
trace him through much impassible his 
lory, till he disapjiear,, probably dies 
with old ag.-, for after his career i-^ 
silenced there is an interval of 410 jjan 
from Ezra and Nehomiah to the birth 
of Christ wherein no mentions of theo- 
logical matters is made. Then his only 
boy had a brief sojourn among men, and 
made enemies to such extent that he 



lod had a strenous time while in the 
y, for his oinnispotence failed when 

tackled those who had chariots of 
i. (Judge; 1-19.) His doubtful om- ' 

a ner caiis,,| hi,„ to report frequent- 
hut there are three classrs who 



bigot, for he will not reason, the fool, 
tor he cannot, and the slave, for he 
due aot. The present attitude of deity 
-iistains spiritualism, for since his 
death, he has a spiritual jurisdiction 
over man and is now a disembodied 
deity after all the miseries he cnusod 
then while in the visible form. Om 
nipresence seems to be an apparently 
new gift, for in his former human form 
lie could m.t 1m. present at all times to 
P i vein the staying of his chosen ones, 
and was forced to kill thousands of 
thou. We may regret that his portrait 
has not survived the days of his hu- 
man -en Malice that we might familiar- 
ize ourselves with it as of those of 



aly agree i 

ing f, 



. by 



cntury, the ones I 
nost for the great 



to make the lil 



have done the 4' s ,!|,„ v ; , , rm ( . r , .,,.„.,„„;, 

and the glory; „„. ,„„ HrHt timb 

• i, ! ' 1 .J;:i'ih!,!!,i,.: , , 1 '.' 'A- „ v ,.i„,h 



I list— ob- 
list not an ccclesl- 

t of a*y 




